MOLIERE                                         101

they expose the deception practised upon them. The
result is a highly amusing caricature of polite society.
The valets' clothes are a parody of fashionable dress,
their language an absurd exaggeration of prevailing
diction. They pay ridiculous compliments and show
a thoroughly trivial attitude towards literature, whilst
the girls5 notions of marriage and courtship are derived
from the flimsy and Insipid romances of the day, by
which love was reduced to a complicated code of
galanierie. This aspect Moliere treated later with
greater seriousness in Les Femmes Sav antes, in which
he portrayed a woman so enamoured of book-learning
that she imperils her home, neglects her husband and
tries to force her daughter Into marriage with a smooth-
tongued, fortune-hunting poet.

Moliere was anxious to enlist the support of fashion-
able society and he had carefully stressed the point
that his predeuses were only ridiculous by reason of
their exaggeration of polite manners. Nevertheless
the play did offend someone of note and performances
were suspended for a fortnight. So, with his next
piece, Sganarelle, an amusing sketch of a needlessly
jealous husband torn between regard for his honour
and physical cowardice, Moliere abandoned social
satire for farcial comedy.

In a more important play, Uficole des Marts, suggested
by a comedy of Terence, he advanced a further stage
and produced social comedy, based on observation
and with an underlying moral purpose : a play which
could amuse thinking and intelligent people. Rival
systems of upbringing furnish the theme.

Sganatelle, who figures with varying characteristics
In many of Moli&re's pieces, Is here a stem guardian
of his ward Isabelle, whilst his brother, trusting his
own charge, allows her the greatest freedom, A
young man falls in love with Isabelle and tries to scrape
acquaintance with Sganarelle who rebuffs him. In